
Safe Water Program 

 

Dear Friends, 

Did you notice the new CAPD image? Creative juices are flowing thanks to our volunteer marketing team under the leader-

ship of Ricardo Piedrahita. Stay tuned for updates.  

The intent of this newsletter is to give the reader a bird’s eye view of CAPD’s work in Colombia. In it, you will find articles on 

all three programs. There is news about FANDIC’s 15th birthday party and their expansion to a second location. We celebrate 

the achievement of a prize-winning student in our education program. And, we draw attention to the importance of training and 

follow-up in the safe water program. We are proud of the excellent work done by our Colombian partners and the achievements 

of the past year. I invite you to read the articles presented and to view our webpage www.capdcalgary.org. Thank you for your  

support in the past year.  Marlene 

2013 Report on Programs in Colombia 

Comments from participating families are very 

positive: the filtered water is tasty, and drinking it 

reduces stomach pain and diarrhea. However, 

visits to the villages show us the need to address 

additional issues to achieve the outcome of a par-

asite-free community. Issues such as separation of 

animals from living spaces, the importance of 

wearing shoes, and the need to control flies. If 

these issues are not addressed, a child can easily 

be re-infected from the environment. Much re-

mains to be done but most of it can be achieved 

through education. 

 

Thank you to Rotary Clubs of Calgary and      

Colombia, the CanAgua Foundation and the 

COLMED Fund at the Calgary Foundation, for 

their contributions to this program.   

CAPD, with partner Rotary Club Monteria II, has 

installed 1200 filters in rural homes in the past 2 

years, a drop in the bucket in comparison to the 

need. Families receive a training session on filter 

use, maintenance, and hygiene; key to sustained 

use of the filter. Three follow-up visits provide 

opportunity for checking filter use, providing 

more teaching and receiving feedback on  water 

quality.  The pictures to the right and left show 

the Safe Water Program at two distinct time  

periods: newly delivered and long-term use.  

 
Deisi proudly demonstrates 

her filter that has been in use 

for two years.  

Claudina recently received her filter 

and is in the learning process.   

Repetition works! As families progress through the stages of filter intro-

duction and ownership, reinforcement is provided on key elements by 

Community Coordinator, Enadis Garcia and questions are answered.  

http://www.capdcalgary.org
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GREEN LIGHT EDUCATION ASSISTANCE PROGRAM 
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The Education Assistance program motivates children to work hard in their studies and families to take pride in 

their schools. In order to stay in the program, students maintain a 75% average and parents (or designate) partici-

pate in school improvement projects.  Their involvement produces a sense of ownership and pride as students and 

parents transform the school. In 2013, the Green Light program provided uniforms and subsidized school lunches 

to  840 children in the departments of Santander and Risaralda.   

Pride is evident in the faces of students and parents alike. Ana Gabriel, 

pictured on the left, has been in the program for one year. She won 

the competition for the highest marks for grade five in Santander and 

was fourth highest in Colombia. CAPD celebrates her great achieve-

ment. Ana Gabriel hasn’t yet made up her mind what she wants to do 

when she graduates, but knows that it will involve study.  

 

Parents are grateful that their children have access to a healthy and 

nutritious school lunch and proud to see their school renewed with 

paint, the grounds cleaned of weeds and refuse, and flowers planted. 

What a difference it makes to study in a clean, healthy, bright school! 

 

In 2014 we plan to offer the program to another 100 children in the 

state of Risaralda.  

Thank you to the COLMED Fund at the Calgary Foundation for 

providing opportunities to young students in Colombia.  



INTEGRATION PROGRAM  

December 2013 Follow us on FACEBOOK: www.facebook.com/pages/CAPD/128460750639598 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3 

Faces of 

FANDIC during 

their 15th birth-

day celebration.  

What a joy to 

see pride of ac-

complishment 

and such happi-

ness.  

The Integration pro-

gram provides capacity 

building opportunities 

for disability  organiza-

tions, FANDIC &   

ASODISPIE, helping 

them become leaders 

and local agents for 

change.  

Both FANDIC and ASODISPIE are working towards self-sustainability. In 2013 they were successful in securing municipal gov-

ernment contracts to provide services to children with disability.  The experience provided by these contracts raises both or-

ganizations to a new level of responsibility and enhances awareness within the community about the needs of individuals affect-

ed by disability.  

FANDIC has become a leader in Community Based Rehabilitation 

and won a government contract to provide workshops on this 

strategy to local organizations. Their new site, called FANDIC 

Centro,  provides training and therapy to a greater number of 

families and is a meeting place for the Disability Network for San-

tander.  ASODISPIE started a program of equine therapy, to pro-

mote physical, occupational, and emotional growth in children 

with disability.  They formed an alliance with engineers and rede-

signed the stroller to make it adaptable as the child grows. They 

also designed a wheelchair that provides positioning support to 

children who cannot sit without it. This chair is to be built by 

ASODISPIE and distributed throughout Colombia by a major or-

thopedic implements dealer. 

Thank you to the Community Initiative Fund of the Government 

of Alberta for their support of this program.  

Training parents to 

work with their 

children in the 

home, providing 

therapy and special 

education, and 

providing a nutri-

tious snack are ser-

vices offered. 

http://www.facebook.com/pages/CAPD/128460750639598
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Robert Wiens  President 
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Alfonso Mejia  Director  

Ricardo Piedrahita Director 

Dr. Maysan Abu-Hakima Director 

Jaime Mejia  Director 

Marlene Wiens  Managing Director  

 

CAPD MISSION 
 

We support participatory community development 

initiatives with people disadvantaged by circum-

stance or disability. Our goal is to promote collec-

tive actions that enhance development of 

knowledge, leadership, and volunteerism and that 

lead to enhanced quality of life and dignity.   

 
Website:  www.capdcalgary.org  
Facebook:  www.facebook.com/pages CAPD/ 

  128460750639598 

Twitter:  https://twitter.com/CAPD_Calgary  

SUPPORT CAPD 

 

DONATE ON-LINE:  

www.capdcalgary.org 

And click on DONATE NOW 

button  

 

DONATE BY CHEQUE:  

CAPD, 44 Scanlon Place NW,  

Calgary, AB, T3L 1V8 

Tel: 403.202.0673 

Email: capd@shaw.ca 

CRA Registration # 887115111 RR0001 

 

DONATE IN PERSON 

Contact our development coordina-

tor Martha Rojas at: 

 martharogar@yahoo.com 

to discuss the benefits of becoming 

a CAPD sponsor. 

 

CAPD Strengths  

 

 Emphasis on participatory develop-

ment in multiple areas of focus 

 Demonstrated impactful programs 

 Twelve years of experience building 

local capacity, mentoring and       

monitoring 

 Collaborative long term partners 

 Low administrative expenses 

 Extensive network and diverse geo-

graphical locations within  Colombia 

 

 

CAPD is planning to raise an 

estimated amount of $250,000 

this year. Our costs to raise 

these funds are estimated to be 

$30,000. The money raised will 

go to support the projects and 

programs of CAPD in Colombia.   
 

Canada Revenue Agency Chari-

table Registration # 88711 5111 

RR0001 

Enadis uses follow-up visits as a teaching opportunity for the entire family.  

 Welcome to CAPD’s new image. News on 

our “new look” will be forthcoming in  sub-

sequent newsletters. 

DONATE THROUGH OUR       

BENEFIT GALA 

 

Join us for our annual star event, 

March 14th, 2014  

A Night in Colombia  

Ticket information Jairo Garzon, 

Mobile: (403) 870-3905;  

Email: jgarzon@shaw.ca. 

http://www.facebook.com/pages/CAPD/128460750639598
http://www.facebook.com/pages/CAPD/128460750639598

