
Marlene and I visit Colombia twice a year to work with our partners. 

Each visit impresses us with the progress made and 2014 was no ex-

ception.  

CAPD’s three programs address human rights—the right to clean wa-

ter, the right to education, and the right of people with disability to be 

valued within society. 

Having clean water 

changes the life of a 

family in rural Colombia 

by improving their 

health and thus permit-

ting greater opportunity 

for study and work.  

CAPD works with Co-

lombian and Canadian 

Rotary Clubs to deliver 

this program through  

direct funding,  training 

seminars, consultation, 

and by providing water 

filter molds to implementing partners. And every visit brings forward 

more clubs wanting to engage, all for the benefit of rural families.  

The Green Light Education program motivates students and families to 

engage with their schools, to study hard, and to dream for the future 

by providing a uniform kit, a costly item for low-income families. 

Our partners in the Integration program are leaders in the field of disa-

bility. Both promote inclusion of people and provide quality interdisci-

plinary rehabilitation programs that include training for families. Both 

organizations are making their way toward self-sufficiency by securing 

local contracts.  

Please take a moment to read the reports on pages two and three, and 

the acknowledgements on page four. THANK YOU to our donors, volun-

teers and partners, for helping us provide these programs to needy 

and disadvantaged people of Colombia.  

Robert W. Wiens 
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Students proudly display their 

new uniforms received by the 

Green Light Education Assis-

tance Program.  



Green Light Education Assistance Program  

Calgary South and Calgary, and 

donations from friends of CAPD.  

 

CAPD implements the Safe Wa-

ter program using CAPD and Ro-

tary funding. $2500 from CAPD 

went a long way when leveraged 

to $60,000 by the Rotary Foun-

dation. These funds supported 

two Rotary Clubs in Santander 

to serve 350 families. Both pro-

jects are still in process.  

In Cordoba, 1100 families in 

Chima, San Pelayo, and Can-

alete received water filters and 

training in 2014 through the ef-

forts of Rotary Club Monteria 2.  

CAPD provided training to 30 

Rotarian and Red Cross volun-

teers—a multiplying effect that 

resulted in a new proposal from 

Ibague.  

In La Guajira, CAPD pro-

vided bridge funding to 

Rotary Club El Cerrejon 

for water treatment sys-

tems for 100 families. 

Bob and the Safe Water 

Program gained national 

exposure through a  3-

minute video on Caracol 

TV. This video can be 

viewed at: http://youtu.be/

JdXSvPsSe2A.  

CAPD funding for the Safe 

Water Program is provided 

by the     CANAGUA Foundation, 

the COLMED Fund at the Calgary 

Foundation, Rotary Clubs of   

has a facilitator to monitor stu-

dent academic performance, to 

meet with students and parents, 

and to plan school improvement 

events.  

The facilitators meet regularly 

with the program coordinators, 

Rocio Nuñez in Santander and 

Gilma Correa in Risaralda.  

Our Green Light partners are 

FANDIC in Santander and the 

Maria Teresa Vasco Foundation in 

Risaralda.  

This program is supported by 

COLMED FUND of the Calgary 

Foundation and by donations 

from friends of CAPD.  

 

The Green Light Program provid-

ed uniforms and school supplies 

to 630 low-income students in 

Santander and Risaralda. Of 

these, 26 graduated from high 

school and some went on to fur-

ther study in technical colleges.   

In the rural area of La Laguna, 

Santander, 2014 was a year of 

transition from the lunch to the 

uniform program for 430 stu-

dents. As total funding for school 

lunch was now government poli-

cy, CAPD chose to provide shoes 

and T-shirts to all students with 

the plan that those achieving 

75% in 2014 would receive full 

uniforms in 2015.  This change 

was greatly welcomed by stu-

dents and parents alike.   

In addition, the program provided 

day and recreation uniforms to 

200 students in other regions of 

Santander and a single uniform to 

300 students from four schools in 

Risaralda. Academic performance 

was poor in one rural school in 

Risaralda and only one-third of 

the students remained in the pro-

gram. 

Parents showed their commit-

ment to the program and school 

by helping in the school restau-

rant and doing yard work. Facili-

tators remark that parents feel 

valued as a result of their contri-

bution.  

In all, three institutions and 15 

schools participated in the pro-

gram. Each institution or school 

Safe Water for Families Program  
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Bob provides theoretical and practical train-

ing to 30 attendees.  

http://youtu.be/JdXSvPsSe2A
http://youtu.be/JdXSvPsSe2A
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FANDIC offered an interdiscipli-

nary rehabilitation program for 

48 children and youth with disa-

bility from the North of Bucara-

manga with a contract from the 

Municipality. In addition, Fandic 

extended their involvement in 

the Disability Network and CBR 

programs both national         

programs.   

Parents implemented a small 

business venture in selling fruits, 

vegetables and baked goods from 

the Fandic bakery.  

Fandic has two active sites: 

Fandic Norte, for community-

based programs, and Fandic Cen-

tro for rehabilitation and special 

education programs in the morn-

ing, and private clients in the af-

ternoon.  

Donations were received from 

World Vision to outfit a neurosen-

sory gym, from local businesses, 

and parents of private practice 

clients.  

 

ASODISPIE, our partner in 

Piedecuesta, was contracted by 

the Ministry of Education to pro-

vide interdisciplinary services to 

children with learning disabili-

ties in local schools. They also 

had a Municipal contract to pro-

vide rehabilitation and special 

education for 20 children and 

youth with disability. Both pro-

jects were successfully complet-

ed thus enhancing their reputa-

tion as leaders in the field of 

disability. 

Asodispie made progress on in-

frastructure development. The 

multi-function salon was com-

pleted with funds provided by 

the Rotary Club of Ruitoque, 

and a technical workshop was 

built for construction of wheel-

chairs and other technical aids.   

Painting and special education 

classes were well attended by 25 

local youth. Paintings from one 

author were chosen for a nation-

al competition in Medellin.   
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Services Children Sessions 

Occupational therapy 48 599 

Physical therapy 45 706 

Speech therapy 45 714 

Pyschology 25 105 

Home visits 38 90 

Training for parents  30 

Nutrition program 48 2000 

TOTAL   4244 

Painting class shares the mul-

tipurpose salon with special 

education class.  

Mothers provide therapy to their 

sons under supervision of a    

physiotherapist.  

We thank the CIP Program of 

the Government of Alberta 

for their continued support of 

the sustainability project in 

Fandic .  

Thank you to the CIP Pro-

gram of the Government 

of Alberta for their con-

tinued support of the sus-

tainability project in Asodis-

pie.   

Jorge at work in his new technical 

assistance workshop  



Supporters: 

Thank you to our major donors, 

COLMED Fund of the Calgary 

Foundation, CANAGUA Founda-

tion, the Alberta Government CIP 

program, and Rotary Clubs of 

Calgary South and Calgary  for 

their contributions to our pro-

grams.  We also thank individual 

donors and the volunteers who 

organized a successful fundrais-

ing Gala that raised $38,000.  

CAPD Administration 

Our eight-member Board admin-

isters CAPD on a voluntary basis 

thus keeping our overhead low. 

Fifty percent of the Board are 

Colombian Calgarians who give 

back to Colombia in a meaningful 

way.  

 

CAPD Board Members are Robert 

Wiens (President), Glenn Van 

Doorne (Vice President), Jairo 

Garzon (Treasurer), Ricardo Pie-

drahita (Marketing), Alfonso 

Mejia (Fundraising), Marlene 

Wiens (Managing Director), Dr. 

Maysan Abu-Hakima (Director) 

and Jaime Mejia (Director).  

Thanks to Martha Rojas for pro-

moting CAPD as a United Way 

donor recipient, and to Craig 

Basket and Eva Logan for organ-

izing an annual fundraiser based 

on the Calgary River Pathway 

Clean. 

 

THANK YOU TO ALL OUR  

VOLUNTEERS AND  

CONTRIBUTORS! 

Acknowledgements  

CAPD Mission 

The Canadian Association for Participatory Develop-

ment supports community development initiatives 

with people disadvantaged by circumstance or disa-

bility. Our activities are limited to Colombia at this 

time.  

 

Our goal is to promote collective actions that en-

hance development of knowledge, leadership, and 

volunteerism and that lead to enhanced quality of 

life and dignity and to provide impoverished people 

and people with disabilities with the training and 

assistance needed to improve the quality of their 

life.  

44 Scanlon Place NW 

Calgary, AB 

T3L 1V8 

Phone: 403.202.0673 

E-mail:  capd@shaw.ca 

Web: www.capdcalgary.org 

CAPD  

Look for us 

on Facebook! 

Maria del Carmen and her mother 

pose with members of the Rotary 

Club of Ronda del Sinu of Monteria 

who joined with CAPD to provide 

strollers for four children with disa-

bility living in rural zones. The 

stroller is specially designed for 

children living in areas with difficult 

terrain and was constructed in Aso-

dispie.   
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